GUIDE: Understanding the Accommodation Recognition Payment (ARP) in Hosting
A Resource for Hosts & Guests

While hosting presents a fantastic opportunity for both hosts and guests, we've noticed an increasing
trend where guests contribute over and above the Accommodation Recognition Payment (ARP) in a

manner extending beyond utility bills, ‘topping up’ the payment to meet market rent rates for self
contained properties.

While this setup might appear attractive and it's ultimately up to hosts and guests to decide on their
own terms, it's important to understand the difference between a rental tenancy and a hosting
arrangement, as well as the possible implications that come with it.

Tenancy v License. What’s the difference?

When someone rents a self-contained place and pays the owner for the right to live there, that's called
a tenancy. These tenancies are covered by the Residential Tenancies Act, 2004, and regulated by the
Residential Tenancies Board.

However, if someone lives with the property owner, it's a different story. These situations, often called
‘lodger’ or ‘digs’ arrangements, are known as ‘licences’ instead of tenancies. This means they don’t
have the same tenancy rights under the Act.

It's important for both hosts and guests to know that a licence or tenancy can still happen even if no
formal lease or licence has been signed. Whether it's considered a lease or a licence depends on the
specific details of each situation.

For Hosts:

ARP is not payable if there's a rental agreement in place with the guest in your home or property.
Concurrently receiving both ARP and rental payments from guests may lead to complications with
regulatory bodies such as the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB), Revenue, and the Department of
Social Protection, particularly for self-contained properties.

Possible Implications:

1. Residential Tenancies Board (RTB): Having both ARP and rental payments in some
circumstances brings the arrangement under the Residential Tenancies Act and could result in
obligations arising under that act. More info here.

2. Revenue: The ARP is tax-free, whereas rental income is taxable. Failing to declare rental
income to Revenue while receiving ARP could lead to tax implications and penalties. There’s a
useful article on this, here.

3. Department of Social Protection: Concurrently receiving ARP and rental payments could
potentially be viewed as fraud by the Department of Social Protection. This could result in the
suspension of benefits or legal action being taken against the host to recover monies paid.


https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/moving-country/ukrainian-refugees-in-ireland/accommodation-recognition-payment/
https://www.rtb.ie/
https://www.rtb.ie/registration-and-compliance/registrations/registering-your-tenancy/is-your-property-exempt-from-registration
https://www.irishtimes.com/your-money/2023/01/10/payment-for-housing-ukrainian-refugees-will-not-lead-to-tax-bill/

Other than a contribution to utility costs, the only money a host should receive is the €800 financial
contribution from the Department of Social Protection.

When considering hosting, it's crucial to understand and adhere to the necessary conditions,
safeguarding yourself against potential repercussions and ensuring compliance with relevant
regulations.

For Guests:

The ARP scheme is not a form of rental contribution from the government; rather, it's a recognition
payment to individuals hosting those fleeing conflict, such as the ongoing situation in Ukraine.

When you enter into an agreement and pay rent in a self-contained property, you gain certain tenancy
rights, including protections against eviction and the right to accommodation which meets certain
standards. To learn more about tenancy rights, click here.

When availing of ARP supported accommodation and where you live with your host, whether through
HIH, The Irish Red Cross, IOM or privately, you enter into a licence agreement with the host. This
means, you do not gain the same tenancy rights through this licence agreement.

If you pay additional payments extending beyond utility bills within the ARP scheme, this does not
establish a landlord-tenant relationship in a shared property. It does not automatically afford guests the
same legal protections as a traditional tenancy agreement.

Where a guest believes that a host is charging rent or excessive amounts for utilities, or there is any
uncertainty about whether the arrangement in place is a licence arrangement or tenancy, the matter
can be referred to the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) or contact us.

Finally...

While the ARP is a valuable (crucial!) support mechanism for hosts and guests, it's essential to approach
hosting with awareness and diligence, protecting yourself (as a host or a guest) and avoiding any legal
or financial pitfalls.

If you’ve any concerns, or would like further information or support, visit www.helpingirishosts.com
or call us on 1800 85 27 20
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https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/housing/renting-a-home/tenants-rights-and-responsibilities/tenants-rights-and-obligations/
https://www.rtb.ie/
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MOCIBHUK: Po3ymMiHHA nnaTtu-BuHaropoau 3a po3miweHHsi (ARP) y xocTuHry
Pecypc dns xocmis i 2ocmel

Xo4a XOCTUHr - Le cama no cobi YyaoBa MOXIMBICTb SK AN XOCTIB (BMACHUKIB XWTMa), Tak i Ans
rocten, M1 NOMITUAN 3pOCTalody TEHAEHL,I0, KOMW FrOCTi CnayvyoTb BHECKM NOHAA OnaTy-BMHaropoay
3a_HaganHa xutna (ARP), i Ui BHECKM BMXOOATb Aaneko 3a MeXi paxyHKiB 3a KOMYHanbHi nocnyru,
MOKPMBaYM TakMM YMHOM PO3PMB i3 PUHKOBOK BApTICTIO OPEHAHOI MaTu, Le CTOCYETbCs nepeaycim
OKPEeMOoro Xutna.

Xo4ya Taka QOMOBIEHICTb MOXe 3oaBaTUCS BUMAHOW Anst 060X CTOPiH, i, 3peLlTo, XOCTM Ta rocTi
caMi [OOMOBRSOTLCA MPO YMOBU MNPOXMBAHHA, BaXKNUBO PO3YMITW PI3HULIKD MK OpeHAow Ta
OOMOBIEHICTIO MPO XOCTUHI, @ TAKOX MOXIMBI Hacnigku, ski Lie 3a coboto TsrHe.

OpeHpa i AOMOBIEHICTbL NPO XOCTUHT (niueH3is). Yum Bigpi3HAeTbCA?

Konn xTock opeHaye OKpeMe MpUMILLEHHS Ta NNaTtuTb BNACHMKY 3a NPaBo TaM XUTW, Lie Ha3UBaETLCH
opeHgow. [oroBopu opeHau perynioTecss 3akoHOM npo opeHay >xwutna 2004 poky (Residential
Tenancies Act, 2004) Ta koHTpontowTbcs Pagot 3 nuTaHb opeHau xuTtna Residential Tenancies
Board.

MpoTe AKWO MNAMHA NPOXUBAE B OAHOMY MPUMILLEHHI 3 BIACHUKOM HEPYXOMOCTI (3HIMae KiMHaTy),
Lue 30BCiM iHWa cuTyauis. Taki BUNagku 4yacTo Ha3uBalTb AOMOBIIEHICTIO «NOCTOAMNbLUSY, i IX TAKOX
Ha3MBaloTb «MiLeH3ie», a He opeHaot. Lle o3Havae, WO Taki Nogn He MakTb OAHAKOBUX MpaB
OpeHaw BignoBiaHO OO 3aKOHy Npo OpeHAay XuTna.

| xocTtam, i roctaAmM BaXnuBo PO3yMiTH, WO i JiLeH3isA, i opeHaa, MOXYTb MaTU Micue, HaBiTb
AKWo odilintHMn poroBip opeHaM uM niueH3il HIXTO He nignucyBaB. Yn BBaXaTUMETbCS Le
opeHao abo X MileHsier, 3aneXnTb Bif KOHKPETHUX AeTanemn KOXXHOI cuTyallii.

[ns xocTiB (BNacHUKIB XXuTtna):

ARP He cnnauyeTbcs, SKWO 3 rocTeM YKnageHo [OroBip OpeHau Balioro OyAWMHKY 4M HEepPYyXOMOCTI.
OpgHovacHe otpuMaHHs ARP i opeHgHO! nnatu Big rocTe MOXe NpuU3BecTU A0 YCKragHeHb i3
perynaTopHUMn opraHamu, Takumu sk Paga 3 nutaHb opeHgu xwutna (RTB), nogatkoBa cnyx6a
(Revenue) ta lenaptameHT couianbHoro 3axucty. OcobnmBeo Le CTOCYETLCH OKPEMOTO XUTNa.

MoxxnuBi Hacnigku:

1. Papa 3 nutaHb opeHau xutna (RTB): otpumaHHa opHovacHo ARP i opeHAgHoOI nnatu 3a
neBHMX OOCTaBMH MpM3BOAMTL OO TOro, WO yroga nignagae nig aito 3akoHy nNpo opeHay
XWUTNa Ta MOXe NPU3BECTU 40 BUHMKHEHHS 3000B’si3aHb BiAMOBIOHO A0 LbOro 3akoHy. binble

iHdpopMaLii TyT.

2. Revenue: ARP He onogatkoBYeTbCH, ToAi 9K [[OXi4 Bi4 OpeHAM - OnodaTKoOBYETHLCS.
HepneknapyBaHHs NpubyTKy Big opeHau B nodaTtkoin cry6i nig yac otpumaHHa ARP moxe
nNpu3BeCTU 40 NOAATKOBUX HAcMigkiB i WTpadis. TyT € KopuCHa cTaTTsa Npo ue.

3. [HenaptamMeHT couianbHOro 3axXucTy: ofHo4acHe oTpumaHHa ARP Ta opeHaHOT nnatu Moxe
NoTeHUiHO po3rmnsagatuca [lenaptameHTOM couianbHOro 3axuCTy siK WaxpancTeo. Lle moxe
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npmn3sectn OO0 NPpU3ynMHeHHA Bunnar abo ngo CyOoBOro npoBaXeHHd npoTth rocnogapsa 3
METOI0 NOBEePHEHHA cnna4vyeHunx KOLUTIB.

OkpiM BHeCKy Ha onnaty KOMyHanbHWX MOCHYr, €AUHI rpolli, siki XOCT Ma€ oTpumMyBaTy, ue 800
€Bpo Bia [lenaptamMeHTy coulianibHOro 3axmcTy.

O6Gupatoum XOCTUHN, OyKe BaKNMBO PO3yMiTU Ta AOTPUMYyBaTUCHA HEOOXiAHMX YyMOB, ybe3neunTtu cebe
Bi NOTEHUIMHMX HacniakKiB i 3a6e3ne4unT A0TPUMAaHHS BiANOBIAHNX HOPM.

IOnsa rocten:

Cxema ARP - ue He chopma opeHAHOI nnaTtv, SIKy Chfavyye 3a Bac ypsA, Le cKopiwe
nnarta-BMHaropoga ocobam, ki NpUNMaloTb TUX, XTO PATYETLCA Bif 30PONHOr0 KOHMMIKTY, K OT BiiHa
B YKpaiHi.

Konn BM yknagaete JOroBip i cnnadyyete OpeHAHy nnaTty 3a aBTOHOMHE XXWUTMO, BU OTPUMYETE MEBHI
npaBa OpeHaW, BKIOYa4M 3axuCT Big BUCENEHHS Ta NPaBO Ha XWUTIO, SIKe BiAMOBiAAe NEBHUM
ctaHgaptam. LWo6 gisHatuca GinbLue npo npaBa opeHaAn, HAaTUCHITb croau.

KopucTytounch XUTnom, e BWM MpoXuBaeTe pas3om i3 xoctom no cxemi ARP, 6ygob To yepes HIH,
IpnaHgcekun Yepsonuin Xpect, IOM abo npusaTHO, BM yknagaeTe yrogy niueHsii 3 rocnogapem. Lie
03Hayae, Lo ua niueHsirHa yroga He Hajae BaM OfHAKOBMX MpaB i3 OpeHao3HIMavyamu.

Akwo BM cnnadyeTte OOAATKOBI BHECKW, LLO BUXOOATb 3@ MeXi paxyHKiB 3a KOMyHasrbHi nocrnyru B
pamkax cxemu ARP, npu LibOMY NPOXMBaK4YM Yy CMiSIbHOMY XUTIIi 3 XOCTOM, Lie BCE Lie HEe BCTaHOBIIOE
TaKMX BiAHOCWH, SIK MiX BITACHMKOM Ta opeHAapeM. [0CTi aBTOMAarM4yHO He OTPUMMYIOTb TakUM Xe X
NpaBoOBUI 3aXUCT, K NPy TpaguLiHOMY JOroBOpi OpeHau.

Akwo ricTe BBaxae, WO rocnogap CTarye opeHaHy nnaty abo HagMipHi CymMu 3a KOMyHarnbHi nocnyru,
abo icHye Oyab-sika HEeBM3HAYeHICTb LWOoAO TOro, YN € [OOMOBIEHICTb NILEH3IMHO YrogoK 4K
OopeHaolo, Lue NUTaHHsa MOXxHa nepegatu B Pagy 3 nutadb operau xutna (RTB) abo 3B’asaTtuca 3
Hamu.

| HAOCTaHOK...

HesBaxatoun Ha Te, Wwo ARP € UiHHMM (BupillanbHUM!) MexaHiaMom MigTPUMKK | Onst XOCTiB, i Ans
rocTen, BaXnMBO MiAXOAWTM A0 XOCTWMHIY CBIJOMO Ta MPUCKINIMBO, 3axuwiatoum cebe (ak rocnogaps
Y1 rocT4), | YHUKa4um Oyab-siKnx lopuanyHmMX Y iiHaHCOBUX NacTOK.

fAkwo y Bac BMHMKNM CYMHiBM abo Bam noTpibHa gopaTkoBa iHdopmauis 4 nigTpUMKa,
BiaBiganTe www.helpingirishosts.com ab6o 3atenedoHyinTe Ham 3a Homepom 1800 85 27 20
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